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WESTPORT TASKFORCE — OPTIONS 
842. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
I refer to the Fremantle Port Authority’s 2018–19 annual report, which was recently tabled. A port survey found 
78 per cent community support for the inner harbour. Will the Premier now start listening to the community and 
the Maritime Union of Australia and rule out the three standalone outer harbour port options shortlisted by the 
Westport Taskforce? 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Clearly, the Liberal Party is keen on promoting what the MUA has to say. I saw the tweet by the Leader of the 
Opposition that promoted the video of people disrupting the Westport Taskforce community meeting. The 
Liberal Party seems to want to promote that sort of material. It seems to want to work cooperatively with the tactics 
of the MUA. That seems to be where it is at. Instead of working with the government and looking towards 
a long-term plan for freight and trade in Western Australia, it wants to score cheap, short-term political points, and 
it does not care who it joins with in order to do it. 

What I have noticed about the member for Vasse is that she will be negative about anything. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you will not hear the answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: She comes in here day in, day out with the most ridiculous questions, all just to be negative 
and to hopefully get that one line in a radio story somewhere. That is all it is about. Think about it: we need to 
work on a long-term plan for freight and trade in Western Australia. We need to make sure that the work of the 
Westport Taskforce, which is all about ensuring that we have a plan for the next 100 years, is supported. That is 
what a good government does—it looks to the long term and long-term solutions, not to day-to-day solutions 
that might score a good headline. All this government is trying to do with the Westport Taskforce is to look at the 
long-term plan. I remember sitting on that side of the house during the last government and hearing Troy Buswell 
say on a number of occasions that we needed to move towards a new port in Cockburn because Fremantle port is 
eventually going to fill. That is what Troy Buswell had to say. That has been a bipartisan position in this state for 
many, many years—until this opposition came along. The opposition is no good at analysis or long-term thinking; 
all it is up for is short-term political pointscoring, and it does not care who it joins with to do it, including its friends 
in the MUA. 
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